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Who was Clarinda Brettun Strickland? 
See our story on p. 4.
Digital Commons Coming to UMaine
With	 the	 purchase	 of	 the	 Digital	 Commons,	 institutional	 repository	software	 from	 Berkeley	 Electronic	 Press,	 UMaine	 will	 join	 UMass	







creative	works	 of	UMaine	 faculty,	 researchers,	 and	 students.	 It	 includes	
a	 commercial	 grade	 scholarly	 publishing	 system	 which	 enables	 the	
publishing	 of	 journals,	 conference	 proceedings,	 theses	 and	 dissertations,	
and	other	scholarship.	
A	 custom	UMaine	designed	web	portal	will	 offer	 search	 and	browse	
tools,	and	highlight	featured	collections.	The	Digital Commons@UMaine will 
raise	the	profile	of	our	faculty,	students,	and	programs.	Work	has	already	
begun	 on	 the	 project	 and	will	 continue	 throughout	 the	 fall	 and	 into	 the	
spring	semester.
Dean	 Joyce	 Rumery	 reflects	 on	 the	 importance	 of	 the	 project,	 “The	
Digital	 Commons	 will	 provide	 a	 way	 to	 increase	 the	 awareness	 of	 our	
institution.	It	will	bring	all	the	intellectual	work	of	the	University	together	
in	one	searchable	database,	a	database	that	will	be	open	to	the	public	and	
searchable	by	Google.	This	will	create	a	powerful	 tool	 for	promoting	 the	
work	of	our	faculty.”
This	service	allows	for	customization,	so	faculty	will	be	able	to	decide	
what	 work	 to	 include	 and	 how	 best	 to	 represent	 their	 research.	 The	
institutional	 repository	 can	 include	 articles,	 monographs,	 conference	
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Summer	 has	 ended	 and	 once	again	 we	 welcome	 our	 new	
and	 returning	 students	 to	 the	
campus	 and	 wish	 them	 great	
success	 in	 this	 academic	 year.	
The	 semester	 began	with	 library	
staff	 participating	 in	 the	 Maine	
Hello	 day	 activities	 across	
campus	and	making	the	building	
ready	for	all	of	our	library	patrons	
and	 visitors.	We	 have	 had	 some	
exciting	 developments	 in	 the	
library.	 We	 are	 very	 pleased	 to	
have	air	conditioning	installed	in	
some	 of	 the	 areas	 of	 the	 library,	
which	was	much	 appreciated	 by	
our	 users	 this	 summer.	We	have	
also	worked	to	create	more	comfortable	spaces	for	our	users	in	various	areas	around	the	library	and	we	have	added	
more	computers	to	the	Information	Commons.		We	have	received	positive	feedback	on	all	of	these	changes.
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WW II Poster Digitization Project
The	 World	 War	 II	 Poster	 digitization	 project,	a	 collaboration	 between	 Fogler	 Library	 and	
Bangor	 Public	 Library,	 will	 reach	 a	 milestone	 in	








on	 during	 World	 War	 II	 and	 maybe	 think	 about	
what	 goes	 on	 now,”	 says	Eugene	Daigle,	 Fogler’s	
manager	of	network	services,	whose	father	served	
in	overseas	combat.	“There	are	issues	on	the	home	




Library	 server	 in	 three	 sizes:	 thumbnails	 in	 a	
viewing	directory;	8-by-10-inch	images	suitable	for	
printing;	and	5	megabyte	files	for	full-size	displays.	
Fogler	 Library	 will	 sell	 prints,	 with	 proceeds	




Although	 the	 Daigles	 are	 eager	 to	 share	 the	
posters	with	the	public,	their	motivation	is	personal.	







Membership Offer for Faculty
The loyalty, devotion, and generosity of University alumni, faculty, students, and friends made possible the 










We	 invite	all	UMaine	 faculty	 to	become	part	of	 this	 tradition	by	 joining	 the	Friends	at	a	special	 rate	of	$25.	
Your	gift	will	help	ensure	 the	 library’s	continued	growth	and	excellence.	For	more	 information	contact	Friends	
Coordinator	Gretchen	Gfeller.	Voice:	581-1696	|	E-mail:	gretchen.gfeller@umit.maine.edu
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Who Was Clarinda Brettun Strickland?
by Desirée Butterfield-Nagy, Archivist, Special Collections Department
Recently	 a	 group	of	 community	volunteers	visited	for	 a	 tour	 of	 the	 Special	Collections	Department,	
giving	 us	 a	 chance	 to	 discuss	 several	 paintings	 and	
artifacts	 around	 the	 department	 reading	 room.	 We	
took	a	few	moments	to	look	at	the	original	landscape	
design	 for	 the	 university	 campus,	 referred	 to	 as	 the	
“Industrial	College	of	 the	 State	 of	Maine,”	drawn	by	
the		firm	of	Olmsted	and	Vaux	in	1867.	We	discussed	
a	 sign	 that	 came	 to	 us	 with	 a	 larger	 collection	 of	
records	documenting	the	history	of	the	Katahdin	Iron	
Works	and	subsequent	companies	 from	1846	 to	1975.	
We	had	 a	 chance	 to	 admire	 several	 portraits	 painted	
by	 Jeremiah	 P.	 Hardy,	 including	 those	 of	 Ellen	 and	
Hannibal	Hamlin.		
Then	 we	 found	 ourselves	 standing	 in	 front	 of	 a	
painting	 of	 a	 woman	 identified	 by	 a	 brass	 plate	 on	
the	 frame	 that	 reads,	 “Clarinda	 Brettun	 Strickland.”	
I	 turned	to	the	group	and	admitted	that	although	we	
knew	that	Hardy	was	the	artist,	we	didn’t	know	much	
about	 Clarinda	 Strickland.	 One	 of	 the	 members	 of	
the	tour	suggested	that	she	may	have	a	connection	to	
what	 is	now	known	as	 the	Phillips-Strickland	House,	




With	 this	 lead,	 I	 began	 searching	 and	 discovered	 that	
Clarinda	Strickland	was	 in	 fact	 the	aunt	of	 the	 founder	of	
the	Strickland	House,	Lysander	Strickland.	Two	homes	for	







beginning	 with	 brothers	 Hastings	 and	 John	 (Lysander’s	
father).	 Clarinda	 Brettun	 of	 Livermore,	 Maine,	 married	




next	 each	 other	 at	 49,	 52,	 and	 57	 Broadway.	 Photographs	
of	 the	 Philo	A.	 Strickland	 house,	 in	 particular,	 appear	 in	
several	publications	related	to	the	history	of	Bangor	and	its	
historic	buildings.		
Within the Journals of John Edwards Godfrey, Bangor Maine, 
1863-1865,	 there	 are	 several	 mentions	 of	 Hastings,	 Philo,	
and	Lysander,	but	no	mention	of	the	women	of	the	families.	
It	was	 easy	 enough	 to	 learn	 that	Clarinda	 Strickland	was	
born	in	1808,	died	in	1889,	and	was	buried	at	Mount	Hope	
Cemetery.	 	 Additional	 details	 about	 her	 life,	 however,	
proved	more	difficult	to	find.
Philo A. Strickland House
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commented	 that	 he	 did	 not	 receive	 the	 recognition	 he	
deserved	for	his	work.	In	referring	to	Hardy,	an	1835	article	
in the Bangor Freeman noted	that,	“We	do	not	sufficiently	
appreciate	the	talents	of	our	artists.”	In	a	piece	to	accompany	
an	 exhibition	 at	 the	 Colby	 College	Art	Museum	 in	 1966,	
H.	 J.	 Gourley	 noted,	 “After	 his	 death,	 as	 has	 been	
the	 case	 with	 many	 nineteenth	 century	 artists,	 his	
name	 was	 known	 to	 few	 except	 those	 owning	 his	
portraits.”	 In	 1939,	 however,	 his	 grandniece,	 Fannie	
Hardy	 Eckstorm,	 published	 a	major	 article	 about	 his	 life	
and	work	in Old Time New England, the Bulletin of the Society 





began	 his	 career	 at	 the	 age	 of	 27,	 returning	 to	Hampden	
after	minimal	 training	 in	 Boston	 and	New	York.	He	 sold	
his	 first	 painting	 in	 1828	 for	 twenty-five	 dollars.	 Even	 in	
1828,	his	ledger	indicates	that	this	amount	was	hardly	more	
than	necessary	to	purchase	a	six	dollar	hat	and	broadcloth	




area	 artists,	 including	 his	 daughter,	 Anna	 Eliza,	 and	
sister,	Mary	Ann,	during	a	 time	when	 formal	art	 training	
was	 virtually	 unavailable	 to	 women.	 During	 his	 career,	
Hardy	painted	portraits	of	several	of	central	Maine’s	most	
prominent	citizens.			












My	 search	 for	 information	 about	Clarinda	Brettun	
Strickland	was	by	no	means	exhaustive.	I	had	hoped	to	
find	more	about	her	life.	If	an	obituary	appeared	among	
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Around the Library
Fogler Library Spotlighted by Federal Government










For	 further	 information	 on	 accessing	 government	 information	 at	 Fogler	
contact	Gregory	Curtis,	581-1681	or	gregory.t.curtis@maine.edu.
 Ancestry Library Edition
Fogler’s	 new	 text	 a	 librarian	 service	 offers	 yet	 another	way	 to	 contact	 our	 reference	 librarians.	
Introduced	over	the	summer,	the	new	service	joins	telephone	calls,	email,	and	chat	as	a	way	to	ask	
a	question	or	request	 information.	Our	Info	Desks	are	still	busy	with	people	seeking	 in-person	
assistance	with	 their	 studies	 and	 research,	 but	 for	 those	who	are	not	 in	 the	building,	 the	 text	
service	is	a	convenient	way	to	ask	for	help.	To	use	the	service,	text	the	word	BEAR	to	66746,	and	
send	us	your	question.	






vital	 records	 (birth,	 death,	 marriage),	 immigration	 records,	 family	 histories,	




U.S.	 Public	 Records	 Index,	 American	 Genealogical-Biographical	 Index,	 and	
Federal	Slave	Narratives.	Note:	some	sources	and	some	functionality	available	via	











Annual Celebration of the Life and Legacy of Dr. Edith Marion Patch
Award Winners, nominees, and nominators from left to right: James Bird, 
Susan Priest, Allison Byrd, Rachel Palmer, Haley Viehman, Professor 
Mary Rumpho, Vanessa Coats, Alyssa Freitag, Professor Ian Bricknell, 
Dr. Sarah Barker
This	 spring’s	 celebration	 of	 the	 life	 and	 legacy	 of	Dr.	Edith	Marion	Patch	was	held	on	Sunday,	April	 17th	
in	 the	 University	 Club	 at	 Fogler	 Library.	 The	 focus	 of	
this	 annual	 event,	 a	 collaboration	 between	 the	 Fogler	
Library	Friends	 and	 the	Friends	of	Edith	Patch,	 is	 the	
Edith	Patch	award.	
The	 award	 was	 created	 in	 2006	 by	 the	 Friends	 of	








was	 capable	 of	 doing	 the	 job.	 	 She	 passed	 the	 test	 and	
remained	at	UMaine	for	the	rest	of	her	professional	career.	
She	became	one	of	the	world’s	leading	aphid	specialists,	
and	 was	 so	 respected	 by	 fellow	 entomologists	 that	 she	
was	 elected	 president	 of	 the	 Entomological	 Society	 of	
America,	at	a	time	when	few	women	were	permitted	even	
to	be	members	of	such	organizations.			
Three	 University	 of	 Maine	 students	 were	
named winners of the 2011 Edith Patch Award at 
the	reception.	Vanessa	Coats,	Haley	Viehman,	and	
Alyssa	 Freitag	 were	 honored	 for	 distinguished	
work	 they	 have	 done	 while	 at	 the	 University	 of	
Maine,	and	in	recognition	of	their	promise	for	future	
contribution	 to	 the	 fields	 of	 science,	 agriculture,	
engineering,	or	environmental	education.		
Ms.	 Coats	 is	 a	 third-year	 doctoral	 student	 in	
Biochemistry	and	Molecular	Biology.	Her	research,	
which	 focuses	 on	 the	 symbiotic	 relationships	
between	 the	 Japanese	 barberry	 plant	 and	 other	
organisms,	 may	 help	 to	 provide	 strategies	 for	
preventing	 the	 spread	of	 this	 invasive	ornamental	
plant	species.
Ms.	 Viehman	 is	 a	 master’s	 degree	 student	 in	
the	 School	 of	Marine	 Sciences.	 In	 her	work	 at	 the	
University	of	Maine,	she	utilizes	her	undergraduate	
training	 as	 an	 engineer	 to	 investigate	 the	 impact	
of	 tidal	 power	 technology	 on	 marine	 life,	 thus	
contributing	to	Maine’s	leadership	in	economically	






In	 addition	 to	 the	 three	Edith	Patch	Awardees,	 there	were	
four	 distinguished	 nominees	 honored	 at	 the	 reception.	 Casey	
Levasseur	is	a	senior	in	the	Baccalaureate	in	Nursing	program,	
who	also	serves	as	Cadet	Battalion	Commander	in	the	University	
of	Maine’s	Army	ROTC.	 In	 the	words	of	her	nominator,	 	Ms.	
Levasseur	 “is	 poised	 to	 make	 significant	 contributions	 to	
improvement	 of	 human	 health	 through	 the	 application	 of	
scientific	evidence	in	nursing	care.”		
Susan	 Priest	 is	 an	 undergraduate	 in	 the	 Ecology	 and	
Environmental	Sciences	program.	Her	research	and	development	
of	a	permaculture	garden	serves	as	a	model	for	the	region,	and	
her	 environmental	 education	 efforts	 have	 helped	 make	 the	
Orono	Bog	Boardwalk	a	valued	community	resource.		
Allison	Byrd	 is	a	master’s	student	 in	 the	School	of	Biology	
and	 Ecology.	 Her	 research	 on	 the	 productivity	 of	 common	
loons	provides	a	tool	that	will	enable	conservation	biologists	to	
understand	and	predict	the	effects	of	climate	change	on	wildlife.	
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By becoming a Fogler Library Friend, 
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